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Third Sunday in Lent                                28 February 2016 
 

Sentence.    Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near.                                        Isaiah 55.6 
 

Collect 
Brooding Spirit, beneath your wings there is creation and life:           ac-
company us on the difficult path 
with the disappeared and the broken, 
the fearful and the vengeful, until we find the way to the city of our 
peace where we are accepted as we are; 
Through the cross of Jesus Christ, our only Lord. Amen. 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
This Hebrew poem probably dates to the return from exile in Babylon and 
looks ahead to Israel’s restoration.  
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price.  
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food.  
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David.  
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples.  
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you.  
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
   call upon him while he is near;  



 

 

 
let the wicked forsake their way, 
   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts.  Isaiah 55.1-9 
  

Reader For the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 63.1-9 APBA Page 284  
A song of trust; the psalmist sings of humanity’s ‘thirst’ for God and             
echoes of the feast in the Isaiah reading are heard.      
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
Paul draws an analogy with Israel in the wilderness and the new community of 
Jesus’ followers, and finds in the Exodus story types of the two major Christian 
sacraments of baptism and the Eucharist: the children of Israel were baptized 
when they passed through the cloud and through the Red Sea, and they were 
nourished with spiritual food and drink by the manna and the water from the 
rock in the wilderness.  
 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our                      
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and 
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was 
Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 
were struck down in the wilderness.   Now these things occurred as 
examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be-
come idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat 
down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.’ We must not indulge 
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 
fell in a single day. We must not put Christ* to the test, as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of 
them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things                
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down 
to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think 
you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.   No           testing has 
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overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is           faithful, and 
he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he 
will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  
      1 Corinthians 10.1-13 
 

Reader May your word live in us,        
ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
ALL Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
   Jesus told the Pharisees, ‘On the third day  

               I will finish my work,’  
ALL Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
Reader The Lord be with you 
ALL  And also with you 
Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus’ reference to the impossibility of a prophet being killed outside Jerusalem is 
ironic. That is precisely where the prophets died, and where he must go despite the 
danger. Jesus laments over the city which will not listen to God – yet again.  
 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, ‘Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.’  He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me,  “Listen, I 
am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and 
on the third day I finish my work.  Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day 
I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
away from Jerusalem.”  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the proph-
ets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gath-
er your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing!  See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until the time comes when  you say, “Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’                      Luke 13.31.-35   
 

Reader For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
   
Bible Readings next week           Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
Refreshment/Mothering Sunday with distribution of Simnel Cake 
Joshua 5.2-12    Ps 32   2 Corinthians 5.16-21   Luke 15.11-32 
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Prayer for the Week  
Lord God, our Redeemer, 
who heard the cry of your people and sent your servant Moses to 
lead them out of slavery: 
free us from the tyranny of sin and death and, by the leading of your 
Spirit, bring us to our promised land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pray for the Faithful Departed  We remember before God:                
Katherine Webster, John Eric Hoy, Keith Atkins, Jeffrey William 
McKie, Joyce Lyster, Joyce Granger,  Wilma MacKenzie, whose anni-
versaries occur this week. 
 

Commemorations of the week   
March 7 Perpetua and her Companions, martyred in the arena 
at Carthage (North Africa) during one of the Roman persecutions 
(d.203). 
March 2 Chad, Bishop of Lichfield (died c.672). Chad was a pupil 
of St Aidan at Lindisfarne also known as Holy Island.   



 

 

Holy Eucharist  8am, 10am &  

  5pm with distribution of palm crosses 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday                                                                

  Eucharist  7:30pm 
Concelebrated Eucharist  

  8:00pm with foot washing and the Watch 
Solemn Liturgy 10am 

 with new fire and Easter Vigil  
and First Eucharist of Easter 8.30pm 

Sung Eucharist 8am & 10:10am  

Meditation & Eucharist  5:00pm 

Music and You! 
Are you interested in an informal and friendly get together involving            

music - singing and/or playing? The idea of making this work is currently 
being explored and thought about with a view to getting something going 
after Easter. So if you are interested in participating in something - in any 

shape or form - now is the time to have a chat to ea!  She’d like to know 
who is interested, what is interesting, how often to meet, etc . . .             

anything relevant to shaping what we should/could be thinking about.  


